


North America

In North America, ECF production will increase in 1999 by 17% to represent over 70% of bleached
chemical pulp production. In contrast, there is no growth in TCF production.

Separately, in 1999, Canadian BCP production of ECF grew by 18% to 10.7 million tonnes, holding
more than 90% of the market, while TCF production remained at less than 10,000 tonnes.

In the United States, ECF continues to grow rapidly, with another 2.5 million tonnes entering the mar-
ket in 1999. ECF production grew by 16% to more than 18 million tonnes, or 66% of U.S. bleached
chemical pulp production.

The marketplace and the recently promulgated United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Cluster Rule for the pulp and paper industry are driving the rapid conversion to ECF. The Cluster Rule
is based in part on ECF as the Best Available Technology (BAT) for bleached paper grade kraft and
soda mills [1].
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